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May 28,2005 

SW9taIy 
Federal Communlcatlons Commhslon 
OfRce of the Secretary 
446 12th st., S.W. 
Room TW 2048 
Washlngton, D.C. 205U 

Re: Informal Comments, MB Dkt. No. 02 27l; 
MM Dkt. No. 01 235 MM Dkt No. 01 317; MM Dkt. No. 
00 244 

1 JUN 1 0  2003 I 1 FCC-MAILROOM 

Dear Ms. Secretary: 

The Dlocese of Buffalo New York submb the followlng Informal 
comments in the above referenced Notice of Proposed Rulemaklng,released 
September 23,2002. 

The Diocese has long been concerned about the emion of local news and 
public affairs prognmmlng caused by the FCCRa and Congress weakenlng of 
broadcaat ownership Iimlts, and the FCC'8 ellmlnaUon of broadcast ~ I e a  
which formerty 
had permltted the FCC and the communlty to monitor broadcasters to help 
ensure that broadcasters served their communlty of license with programs 
whlch meet communlty needs and Interests. In particular, In this diocese, 
locally produced and locally dlrected rellglous programming, although wanted 
by the communky, has all but dlsappead, replaced by syndkated talk shows 
and 
Infomercials. 

The Diocese urges the FCC to refrain from maklng changes in the current 
rubs which (a) prohlblt cro.8 ownershlp of broadcast stations and 
newspapers In the same communlty. (b) llmlt the number of televlslon and 
radlo stations a slngk entky may own In a single community. (c) set a 
natlonal ownership cap for televblon strtlon at an already overly generous 
3SK of households, and (d) prohlblt common ownership of major televlslon 
networkr. Cable televblon already Is domlnated by the same cornpanlea that 
domlnata televlslon and satellfto systems and the prognmmlng on those 
sy.tems, and these same companlec ars movlng Into providing Internet access. 
Nelther cable nor the Internet (whether &emd through cable or telephone 
cornpanlea) offer meanlngful aftomathrea to the already acarce supply of 
truly local news 
and local publlc affairs programs on over the air televblon and radlo. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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